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the Duke of Argyll as president. This Society, of course, is concerned with every branch of aeronautics from the scientific point of view. A ladies' Aero club was established in Paris in 1907, and ballooning became very popular with the fair Parisians. The first Englishwoman to ascend in a balloon was Mrs. Sage, in the year 1785.
In 1909 and in following years Captain Spelterini, an Italian officer who has made hundreds of balloon ascents, explored the Alps by making high ascents in the neighbourhood of Mont Blanc. On one occasion the ballooji descended on the side of a mountain, and the aeronauts had a perilous downward climb.
The fastest balloon voyage of authentic record was one made from Paris at the time of the siege, the distance to the Zuyder Zee, 285 miles, being crossed in three hours at an average speed of 95 miles per hour. Probably the greatest speed for a short distance was the 125 miles covered in an hour during a journey by Captain von Sigsfeld and Dr. Linke. Both aeronauts were killed.
The history of ballooning is marked by several calamities. There is no need to recapitulate them. Almost without exception these calamities were due to foolhardi-ness and inexperience. The principal peril is that of being driven out to sea, and to this cause the majority of the disasters have been due. The bursting of balloons in the air has seldom led to fatal results; for the balloon in that event forms a kind of parachute and falls gently to earth. That with proper precautions ballooning is perfectly safe is shown by the fact that during any year in Great Britain many hundreds of ascents are made, and very rarely are they marred by even a trivial accident.
In the first enthusiasm caused by man's achievement of mechanical flight, it became the fashion to deride the balloon as out of date, or, at the best, a plaything. " We